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Biographical Note: C.B. Arnette was a lifelong resident of Murfreesboro.  He was the son of the 

late Charles Byron Sr. and Catherine Hall Arnette. Mr. Arnette attended Middle Tennessee State 

College and the University of Tennessee. He was a veteran of the Army Air Corps. Mr. Arnette 

and his wife Louise owned and operated Arnette Antique Galleries in Murfreesboro for more 

than 32 years. He also served as president of the Tennessee Auctioneers Association and was 

later inducted into the Tennessee Auctioneers Association Hall of Fame. He was Past Chairman 

of the Board of Directors at Middle Tennessee Christian School, and was on the Stones River 

Manor Executive Board of Directors. Mr. Arnette was also an author. He wrote From Mink Slide 

to Main Street, History of East Main Street Church of Christ, Those East Main Street People and 



Their Houses, and his autobiography, Wheels, Deals, and Bridges. He passed away at the age of 

92 on October 14, 2010. 

   

Scope and Content: The collection contains papers, publications, photographs, maps, 

correspondences, and media pertaining to his research on the history of East Main Street in 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee for his book Those East Main Street People and Their Houses. 

 

Series I: People and Places 
 

This series includes articles, newspaper clippings, and photographs of people and homes on East 

Main Street. 

 

Series II: Book Administration 

 

This series includes information on publishing, copyrights, and contacts for Those East Main 

Street People and Their Houses and From Mink Slide to Main Street. 

 

Series III: Correspondence Files 

 

This series pertains to correspondences between C. B. Arnette and his contacts for information 

about the history of East Main Street. 

 

Series IV: Book Drafts 

 

This series includes copies of rough drafts for Those East Main Street People and Their Houses.  

 

Series V: Newspapers  

 

This series includes various newspaper clippings, programs, and brochures pertaining to East 

Main Street, downtown Murfreesboro, and Rutherford County. 

 

Series VI: Miscellaneous 

 

This series includes maps of downtown Murfreesboro and preservation plans for East Main 

Street and downtown Murfreesboro. 

 

Associated Materials: None   

 

Related Collections:  None 

 

Persons:  C.B. Arnette, Jesse Beesley, Paul Davis, Will Allen Dromgoole, Goldstein Family, 

Danny Hastings, Thesa Hastings, W. B. Earthman, William Henry Huddleston, J.R. Jetton, B.B. 

Kerr, Jeanette Moore King, Lytle Family, Thomas Benton Miles, William Mooney, Fountani 

Crockett Mosby, Lucille H. Kuell, Mary Murfree, Hardy Murfree, Joseph Palmer, George 

Walter, Parrish, Lily Ransom, Albert R. King, Sr., James D. Richardson, Nathaniel Ridley, 



William T. Robison, Judith Smythe, Jim Smythe, Andrew L. Todd, Herman Todd, Matt Ward, 

Jack Weatherford, Thelma P. Woods, Gwen Boyd 

 

Places:  Rutherford County, Tennessee  

 

Subjects (General): People, Buildings, Houses, Men, Women, Genealogy, Military, 

Correspondence, Churches, Cities 

 

Materials Types:  Documents, printed material, photographs 
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Box  Folder  Series Description of Contents Notes 

1 1 

People and 

Places Arnette (1024 East Main Street) 

History of the Mooney 

School dormitory/Arnette 

home; includes 

newspaper article 

1 2 

People and 

Places Arnett Cemetery 

Essay about Arnett 

Cemetery 

1 3 

People and 

Places Beesley 

Information about 

sculptor Jesse Beesley 

1 4 

People and 

Places Bell 

Photcopy and history of 

the home 

1 5 

People and 

Places Bishop 

Photcopy and history of 

the home 

1 6 

People and 

Places Blakenship 

Photcopy and history of 

the home 

1 7 

People and 

Places Bray (521 East Main Street) 

History and floorplan of 

the home 

1 8 

People and 

Places Byrn, C. H. (Ledbetter, Bill) 

Photo of home and family 

history chart 

1 9 

People and 

Places Cantrell, Jr.(446 East Main Street) 

History and floorplan of 

the home 

1 10 

People and 

Places Carmack, E. W. 

Newspaper articles on 

Carmack and short 

biography of Carmakc 

1 11 

People and 

Places Central Christian Church 

History of church and 

property data information 

1 12 

People and 

Places Churches 

History of Baptist 

churches and Church of 

Christ churches in 

Murfreesboro 

1 13 

People and 

Places Clardy Guest House 

Walking tour pamphlet of 

downtown Murfreesboro 

and East Main Street; 



history of home; 

photographs of Clayton 

House and Carmack-

Palmer-Dismukes House 

1 14 

People and 

Places The Crest 

Information about the 

antebellum home built in 

Murfreesboro 

1 15 

People and 

Places Davis, Paul (Nashville) 

Nashville businessman 

between WWI and WWII; 

photocopy of a newspaper 

clipping  about Davis 

1 16 

People and 

Places Disciples of Christ Historical Society 

Letter about Granville 

Bouldin, an attorney who 

wrote a paper on 

Alexander Campbell 

1 17 

People and 

Places Dromgoole, Will Allen 

Copy of the poem 

"Building the Bridge" 

1 18 

People and 

Places Early Settlers of Rutherford County 

Information about early 

settlers of Rutherford 

County 

1 19 

People and 

Places East Main Street Church of Christ 

Written draft on notebook 

of the history of the 

church 

1 20 

People and 

Places First Baptist Church 

History and Greek 

architecture of church; 

Homer Pittard mentioned 

1 21 

People and 

Places Goldstein Family 

Essay on the Clark house 

of East Main Street; 

Curriculum Vitae of 

Charles E. Goodman, Jr. 

M.D. 

1 22 

People and 

Places Goodman, Jr. (320 East Main Street) 

Photographs of Goldstein 

Family 

1 23 

People and 

Places 

Hastings, Danny and Thesa (Darrow-

Woods House) 

Original newspaper 

article from The Daily 

News Journal, October 

18, 1998; Darrow-Wood 

house on 450 East Main 

Street owned by Denny 

and Thesa Hastings 

1 24 

People and 

Places 

Hearthstones: The Story of 

Rutherford County Homes (Hankins, 

Caneta Skelley) 

Essay published by 

Oaklands, written by 

Caneta Skelley Hankins 

of East Main Street home 

1 25 

People and 

Places 

Homeowners Tax Listings (East 

Main Street) 

Information about 

property prices and taxes 



1 26 

People and 

Places 

Huddleston/Earthman (East Main 

Street) 

Print of W. B. Earthman 

residence circa 1909; 

biography of William 

Henry Huddleston with 

purchase of 520 East 

Main Street home 

1 27 

People and 

Places "Human Fly" Story 

Original newspaper 

articles about the "Human 

Fly" interview with C. B. 

Arnette 

1 28 

People and 

Places Jetton (347 East Main Street) 

J. R. Jetton home; essay 

written by C. B. Arnette 

on Jetton home and 

current owners Larry and 

Nancy Morris 

1 29 

People and 

Places 

Judicial Building (Rutherford 

County) 

Newspaper Letter to the 

editor from C. B. Arnette 

for new judicial buiding; 

small business owners 

newspaper article; Mr. 

White "Poor Boy" story 

1 30 

People and 

Places 

Kent (933 East Main Street) 

(Oakhurst) 

Oakhurst Historic 

Structures' Report 

1 31 

People and 

Places Kerr, B. B. 

Biography of B. B. Kerr 

and wife Pearl and their 

families; Their home was 

an American-Four Square 

architecture style 

designed and built by 

Kelly Poff 

1 32 

People and 

Places King (702 and 903 East Main Street) 

Jeanette Moore King and 

history of the home 

1 33 

People and 

Places Leatherman (1072 East Main Street) 

Photocopy and history of 

the home 

1 34 

People and 

Places Lively, Lee 

Photographs and 

biography of Lee Lively 

1 35 

People and 

Places Lytle Family 

Photographs and 

biographies of the Lytle 

Family 

1 36 

People and 

Places Miles (602 East Main Street) 

Biography of Thomas 

Benton Miles; drawn map 

of location of Miles house 

on East Main Street 

1 37 

People and 

Places 

Mooney (Mooney, William 

Dromgoole) 

Information about 

William Dromgoole 

Mooney written by Matt 



Ward; clippings of W. D. 

Mooney and Mooney 

School 

1 38 

People and 

Places Moseby, Fonnt 

Genealogy information 

for Fountani Crockett 

Mosby and family; 

photograph of unknown 

home and people standing 

by front door 

2 1 

People and 

Places Mosby (Kuell, Lucille H.) 

Lucille H. Kuell 

interview; Knew the Lytle 

family and Mary Murfree; 

History of the Mosby 

family 

2 2 

People and 

Places Murfree, III (730 East Main Street) 

Murfree-Patterson House; 

Hardy Murfree 

biography; James Brickell 

Jr. and Sr. 

2 3 

People and 

Places Murfreesboro Fire (1886) 

Copy of New York Times 

article from October 27, 

1886 about a fire that 

destroyed several 

businesses on the Jordan 

block 

2 4 

People and 

Places 

Nilewood Apartments (East Main 

Street) 

History and photocopy of 

home 

2 5 

People and 

Places Overall, Gertrude 

Owned house that 

exended from East Main 

Street to East Vine Street 

2 6 

People and 

Places Palmer (434 East Main Street) 

Brigadier General Joseph 

Palmer built house at 434 

East Main Street; 

biography of Palmer 

2 7 

People and 

Places Parrish, George Walter 

Article on George Walter 

Parrish by C. B. Arnette; 

To the editor letters on 

George Walter Parrish by 

C. B. Arnette 

2 8 

People and 

Places 

People and Homes of East Main 

Street 

History of homes on East 

Main Street; photographs 

of residents of East Main 

Street 

2 9 

People and 

Places 

Photographers of Murfreesboro 

(1859-1994) 

Listing of Murfreesboro 

photographers from 1859-

1994  



2 10 

People and 

Places Prince III, (537 East Main Street) 

History and photocopy of 

home 

2 11 

People and 

Places Ransom (905 East Main Street) 

Photographs of unnamed 

females with home, circa 

1910s; Home was owned 

by Lily Ransom and 

Albert R. King, Sr. 

2 12 

People and 

Places Reed (1153 East Main Street) 

List of homeowners, 

including Andrew L. 

Todd and Keith and Faye 

Todd Reed 

2 13 

People and 

Places Richardson, Major James D. 

Article on Richardson 

home on East Main 

Street; Richardson was a 

congressman from 1885-

1905 

2 14 

People and 

Places Ridley, Nathaniel 

Family tree of Nathaniel 

Ridley 

2 15 

People and 

Places Robison, William T. 

Biography and 

photograph of William T. 

Robison 

2 16 

People and 

Places 

Smythe, Judith and Jim (Collier-

Crichlow-Smythe) 

Photograph of 

unidentified female; 

newspaper article on Judy 

Smythe and the Collier-

Crichlow-Smythe home 

East Main Street 

2 17 

People and 

Places St. Paul's Episcopal Church History about the church 

2 18 

People and 

Places Swanson (339 East Main Street) 

Email about the location 

of the home; Located east 

of the Bell-Henry house 

2 19 

People and 

Places 

Tennessee College for Women (700 

Block East Main Street) 

Establishment of 

Tennessee College for 

Women and its 

significance on the 700 

block of East Main Street 

2 20 

People and 

Places Todd, Andrew L. 

Photograph of Andrew L. 

Todd home, 1935; 

photographs of Andrew 

L. Todd; newspaper 

clipping of Todd speech 

at courthouse 

2 21 

People and 

Places 

Todd, Herman (301 East Main 

Street) 

Photgraph of Herman 

Todd, 1945-1950; History 

and photocopy of home 



2 22 

People and 

Places Waldron (540 East Main Street) 

History and photocopy of 

home 

2 23 

People and 

Places 

Ward, Matt (King Home-East Main 

Street) 

Email correspondences; 

Biography of Matt Ward 

and his ownership of the 

home on East Main Street 

built by Albert and Lillie 

King 

2 24 

People and 

Places Weatherford, Jack 

Photgraphs of Jack and 

Mary Weatherford home; 

photographs of Harold 

and Mary Earthman; 

newspaper article about 

revitalization of East 

Main Street; biography of 

Jack Weatherford and 

Harold Earthman 

2 25 

People and 

Places Williams (453 East Main Street) 

History of the home 

originally owned by B. B. 

Kerr 

2 26 

People and 

Places 

Wilson (1000 Block East Main 

Street) 

History of the 1000 block 

of East Main Street; 

Mooney home; Bragg 

home 

2 27 

People and 

Places Woods (450 East Main Street) 

Essay "Early East Main 

Street" by Louise 

Ledwith; history of 450 

East Main Street owned 

by Thelma P. Woods 

2 28 

Book 

Administration Book Bids Book estimates and bids 

2 29 

Book 

Administration Copyrights 

1978 copyright book of 

procedures and laws 

2 30 

Book 

Administration 

Dust Jacket (From Mink Slide to 

Main Street) 

photographs of East Main 

Street, circa 1870 used for 

dust jacket of book; text 

and for dust jacket 

2 31 

Book 

Administration Litho Printers 

Quotes on book; Samples 

of matte finishes  

2 32 

Book 

Administration Massey 

Itinerary for 

conservatorship from Dix 

and Associates, PLLC 

2 33 

Book 

Administration Photocaptions 

Notepad of photocaptions 

for Those East Main 

Street People and Their 

Houses 



2 34 

Book 

Administration CD's and Media 

2 Cd's-Dust Cover for 

book and pictures for 

biography; CD's of people 

and homes on East Main 

Street 

2 35 

Book 

Administration Tapes and Media  

2 tapes-"15 Begins Hale-

Ridley; 7-8 Complete 

Radio Interview;  

2 36 

Correspondence 

Files Boyd, Gwen 

Correspondence emails 

between C. B. Arnette 

and Gwen Boyd 

2 37 

Correspondence 

Files Contacts 1 of 2 

Notebooks and journals of 

C. B. Arnette's contacts 

3 1 

Correspondence 

Files Contacts 2 of 2 

Notebooks and journals of 

C. B. Arnette's contacts 

3 2 

Correspondence 

Files Emails 

Correspondences about 

people and houses on East 

Main Street 

3 3 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (200 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 4 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (300 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 5 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (400 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 6 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (500 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 7 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (600 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 8 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (700 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 9 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (800 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 10 

Correspondence 

Files Emails (900 Block East Main Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 

3 11 

Correspondence 

Files 

Emails (1000 Block East Main 

Street) 

Emails between C. B. 

Arnette and Gwen Boyd 

for book 



3 12 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (1 of 12) 

Draft of Those East Main 

Street People and Their 

Houses 

4 1 Book Drafts 

DraftThose East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (2 of 12) 

Notebook with copy of 

Introduction and Chapter 

1 and Chapter 2 of Those 

East Main Street People 

and Their Houses 

4 2 Book Drafts 

DraftThose East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (3 of 12) 

Rough draft with 

corrections of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses  

4 3 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (4 of 12) 

Rough draft with 

corrections of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses  

4 4 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (5 of 12) 

Rough draft with 

corrections of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses 

4 5 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (6 of 12 

Rough draft with 

corrections of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses 

4 6 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (7 of 12) 

Rough draft of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses; List of 

property owners 

4 7 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (8 of 12) 

Rough draft of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses 

4 8 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (9 of 12) 

Preface of Those East 

Main Street People and 

Their Houses 

5 1 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (10 of 12) 

Draft of Those East Main 

Street People and Their 

Houses 

5 2 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (11 of 12) 

Draft of Those East Main 

Street People and Their 

Houses 

5 3 Book Drafts 

Draft Those East Main Street People 

and Their Houses (12 of 12) 

Draft of Those East Main 

Street People and Their 

Houses 

5 4 Newspapers Newspapers and Programs 

Homecoming 1948 

Program for Central High 

School; 1920s 



newspapers-fashion 

articles; copy of excerpt 

from Union Volunteer, 

May 1862; Walking tour 

of downtown 

Murfreesboro; "Accent" 

journal from 1983 

5 5 Newspapers 

The Accent - Rutherford Hospital 

(Copy) 

Copy of Accent covering 

Rutherford Hospital 

construction 

5 6 Newspapers Murfreesboro Accent 

Murfreesboro Accent - 

May 22, 1983 

5 7 Miscellaneous 

Maps (East Main Street) 

(Murfreesboro) (Rutherford County) 

Various maps of 

Rutherford County from 

the 19th and 20th 

centuries 

5 8 Miscellaneous Books 

Thomas A. Edison's 

Menlo Park Laboratory-

book  

5 9 Miscellaneous 

Preservation Plan for East Main 

Street (1 of 2) 

"Preservation Plan for 

East Main Street" in 

Murfreesboro, 1978; 

Abstract for preservation 

plan 

5 10 Miscellaneous 

Preservation Plan for East Main 

Street (2 of 2) 

"Preservation Plan for 

East Main Street" in 

Murfreesboro, 1978" 

5 11 Miscellaneous 

Preservation Plan for Murfreesboro 

(1 of 2) 

Draft of "A Historic 

Preservation Plan for 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee" 

by Roberta Brown; 

Abstract for "A Historic 

Preservation Plan for 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee" 

5 12 Miscellaneous 

Preservation Plan for Murfreesboro 

(2 of 2) 

Draft of "A Historic 

Preservation Plan for 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee" 

by Roberta Brown; 

Abstract for "A Historic 

Preservation Plan for 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee" 

 


